Message

From: Mclerran, Dennis [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0ACF3804188E4D519D59D67B82EDA2EF-MCLERRAN, DENNIS J.]
Sent: 3/20/2013 7:17:06 PM

To: R10-ET Mail Group [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=44e544913e3f4200b3bf605a11d878dd-R10-ET Mail Group]
Subject: FW: NRCS Activity Report March 2013

Attachments: image001.jpg

Below is Roylene Rides-at-the-Door’s regular report. In it she has some very positive references to the work in the
Yakima Valley.

Dennis

From: Randazzo, Kathy - NRCS, Spokane, WA [mailto:Kathy.Randazzo@wa.usda.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 20, 2013 10:26 AM

Cc: VanEps, Jennifer - NRCS, Spokane, WA

Subject: FW: NRCS Activity Report March 2013

Sent on behalf of Roylene Rides at the Door, STC, NRCS WA
Kathy Randoggo

Kathy Randazzo

Secretary to the State Conservationist
USDA NRCS

316 W, Boone Avenue, Suite 4580
Spokane, WA 99201-3348
S{9-323-2900

Fax 509-323-2909
kathy.randazzo@wa.usda.gov
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Hms}u of us who grew up on or around Indian reservations are familisr with the
“run and gun” basketball offenss wherg Indian teams run so hard and fast up
and down the court that they eventually exhaust thelr opponents. They run and
shoot, run and shoot, That's a“mi y bad teckic for short term play action, bub if

yog @re running g marathon, s mt very effective,

I belleve that the NRUE fleld staff have besn caught-up in a “run and gun”
c‘ffcrsq and are exhausted. It has become apparent o me that NRCS |
Washington nseds to fécw' dowrt and think strategically. As 8 result, 1 mvu besn
traveling around the s %«? and mwtsr rz wm NRCS staff to get their input on our
strategic thinking . E\Juy session has been i ff(‘""ﬁi whara e’ann;mea
hgve provided freff w . During the sessions, which [ have dubbed "Enights of
the Roundiables,” a po tm of the agends s dedicatsd 1o receiving input an tha
four core values that NRCS- !‘u’;& will ive by Relevance, Raesponsibility, Raspect,
and Relax, Some may be 5u ‘&55:(‘ by the fourth value, Bul as 1 have tatked with
smployess over the past year, & has becomns apparent that we need to take time
e the ’}Gﬁ conservation work that we do as an agenoy.

to stop and apprm'a

As an example of & great accomplishment, NRCS ik pleased to say that we hay
been working with aur partners ing 1 Environmental PFrotection Agency
{EPAY, the n«a;ry Federation, Columbia &as in Ground Watsr Managemsnt Arga
{GWHMA) and consarvation districts on the nitrate lavels in the Yakima Valley.
ERa and the dairies have reached an agreement on how they will reduce nitrates
and rﬂ;,r{} e owater guality. Part of the agresment r»?&rwt a5 NRCES practices thet wi HE be used to reduce/repair the nitrate
izzues. I was pleas ed to receive s call from the Cattlaman’ ﬁmc,r ation executive director who stated, "How this is goad
governmsnt work.” You can view the Capital Press article at the following link: hite :,ff’wgm'.ccm talpress.com/dainy/diwe-

FPAdaiies-030613-w-art.

¥

& Washington is ready to relegse oL NEW tribal resource assessment (TR thal complements our stale resourcs
; sment, The TRA identifiss resource priortiss on tribal lands. We hope this information will help our partners idenbify
wWhars rascurce ooncems gverlap s.md whara there are collaboration opportunities.

—Roylene
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g for Farmaers o Enhanes Soll Heaslth

Private landowners and tribes working o increase crop residues, reduce gresnhouse gas
ernissions, and improve soil health on thelr farm, may apply for conservation finarncial and
technical assistance, USDHA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)Y announced,

Read the Fross Release
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Local working grouns are subcommitizes of the State Technical Advisory Committes and
provide recommendations to USDA on local and state natural resource priorities and criteria
for conservation achivities and programs. Membership of the local working groups may
include but is not Umited tn federal, state, county, tribal, or lnocal government
representatives,

Go to the Calendar

» Secrels in the Sol

Soll is a living and Hfe-giving substance, without which we would perish. As world population
and food production demands rise, keeping our soif healthy and productive is of paramount
importance. S0 much so that we believe Improving the health of our Nation’s soil s one of
the most important endeavors of our time.

By focusing more attention on soif health and by sducating our customers and the public
about the positive mpact healthy soils can have on productivity and conservation, we can
help our Natlon's farmers and ranchers feed the world more profitably and sustainably -
now and for generations to come.

View or

roes
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greements

For many vears the MRCS and Conservation Districts (CDs) have used a variety of
supplermental agreemaents o describe roles and responsibifities and provide operational
guidance for accomplishing a complementary and effective conservation partnership for
focal producers. Due o Farm Bill legisiation changes since 1998 and other statutory and
policy updates, i is appropriate that NRCS and CDs update our operational agreements,
Through collaboration among NRCS, the Washington Assodiation of Conservation Districts
{WaCDY, and the Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) we have developed a
process and agreement format For operational agresments, which we now refer {0 as the
Conperative Working Agresment (CWAY,

CWa s an operationa! agresment betwesn NRUE and sach D, The UWA supplermnenis the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the State of Washingion and Secretary of
Agricutbure, and the Supplsmental MOU belwesn NRCS and sach €D,

This new CWA format is comprised of a genaral umbrella agreernent containing template
rmaterial mutualhy agreed to and general tems and appendices that address issues specific
o the focal situation. These appendices addrass topies such as space, technical issues,
equipment use, and similar options.

A CWA will be developed for each NRCS fleld office and the local CD{sY) by July 1, 2014, A
state bulletin will be forth coming this month to the NRCS-WA ling officers regarding
guidance and reference materials on the OWA rolfout this yvear,

This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA solely for the intended recipients. Any
unauthorized interception of this message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate the
law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete the email immediately.
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This Email message contained an attachment named

image00l.ipg
which may be a computer program. This attached computer program could
contain a computer virus which could cause harm to EPA's computers,
network, and data. The attachment has been deleted.

This was done to limit the distribution of computer viruses introduced
into the EPA network. EPA is deleting all computer program attachments
sent from the Internet into the agency via Email.

If the message sender 1s known and the attachment was legitimate, you
should contact the sender and regquest that they rename the file name
extension and resend the Email with the renamed attachment. After
receiving the revised Email, containing the renamed attachment, you can
rename the file extension to its correct name.

For further information, please contact the EPA Call Center at
{866) 411-4EPA (4372). The TDD number is (866) 489-4900.
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